MSU CAMPUS HOUSE (CONT)

ects as well as allow residents to sharpen
their Christian character by living
together in intentional community and to
develop their own global vision by expo-
sure to an up-close-and-personal view of
what our God is doing in this world!!!.

Already $50,000.00 has been given to-
wards the purchase price of $99,000.00. I
am sure that you would much rather see
student rent money going each month to
advance the Kingdom of God around the
world than to make a mortgage payment
to a bank. Now please understand, some
of my best friends are bankers...but
really, when is the last time you saw a
bank send out a missionary?

Our desire is to see the remaining

balance on our ministry/discipleship
campus house paid off in the next 6
months. So that all the rent money can
go to global missions beginning with
the next school year. Toward that end
I am personally asking each of you to
go before the Lord and ask Him what
He would have you to do to underwrite
this mission house project financially
between now and September 1st.

This is an amazing opportunity, my
friends. Won’t you join me in it so that
together we might share the blessing of
participating with the Lord in how He
will use the money, the prayer and the
manpower generated by this house for

years and years to come?

LIFE...IT'S NOT ABOUT ME (NOR IS YOURS ABOUT
YOU, FOR THAT MATTER).

If my life were about God’s best for
me this day...then I would have died last
night in my sleep. There is unimpeach-
able Biblical warrant for speaking this
way—the Apostle Paul writes in Philip-
pians chapter one verse 23 that it “is bet-
ter by far” to “die[depart]and to be with
Christ”.

Yet the Lord allowed me to awaken
this morning. Why is that? Especially
since if He were ordering my life in the
way that is best for me—which after all,
is what God really should be concerned
about—I should have died and awakened
in heaven with Christ rather than in
my bed (with three 50+-pound puppies.
Anybody want a dog? But wait, that is
another story for another time).

Why? Here it is. Paul continues: “it
is more necessary for you that I remain
in the body”. There you go. Exhibit A in
God’s case for letting us live this day.
Our lives are necessary this very day for
somebody other than us.

But necessary for what, exactly?
(Please sit down before reading further.)
“For your progress and joy in the faith.”
Friends, is this not the most amazing
thing you’ve ever read in your entire life-
time!?!? My life today—your life today—
is necessary for the progress and joy in
the faith...of somebody else!! And the

odds are that I will never know who that
somebody else is this side of eternity.

Ready for the knock-out punch? Paul
finishes his thought this way: “...so
that through my being with you again
your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow
on account of me”. We are alive this day
so that on account of our obedient walk
of faith, another person’s joy in Christ
Jesus will overflow. Overflow. Because
of me. Because of you. Can we—dare
we—Dbelieve it?!? Since going through
this paragraph in Philippians with a
couple of college guys at my house on the
night of Monday, February 5th my days
have not been the same.

YOU—and I—are alive today for
somebody else’s joy and progress in the
faith; that their own joy in Christ Jesus
will overflow on account of YOU. Dear
friends, if that truth does not give focus
and meaning and purpose and excite-
ment and anticipation and energy and
direction and joy and thrill and life to
your own life this day...then pray tell
what in the Name of the great God Jeho-
vah will it take?

0, the condescending mercies of our
great God and Savior. Bless the Lord, O
my soul, and all that is within me bless
his holy name.
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On February , Lig
Ministries closed on its newest resi-
dential discipleship property located
at 220 W. Madison in Springfield
MO—a half-mile straight-line walk
to the heart of the campus of Mis-
souri State University (formerly
SMSU; or even SMS College when I
was a student there).

What a dream come true for me.

I was born in Springfield. My
parents were from Springfield. My
grandparents lived there. I was an
undergraduate at SMS in 1966-70,
did my Masters degree in History
there and even took some classes
there that later transferred to my
doctoral program at the University
of Arkansas. I was in a fraternity at
SMS and was president of the SMS
student body my senior year. I came
to personal faith in Jesus Christ in
Springfield on July 8, 1973 at High
Street Baptist Church.

Since the inception of Lightbear-

ers in 1995 I have anticipated a min-

istry house at this campus. We have
looked at several properties and

resources with mission projects in
the countries of the 10/40 Window.
One way to mobilize financial
resources is through donor sup-
port of specific projects. You will
see several opportunities for such
traditional support of missions on
the inside pages of this newslet-
ter. Another financial resource
(and a signature distinctive of
Lightbearers) is rental income
from ministry-owned properties
located at university campuses.
This strategy provides an income
stream for missions that is both
renewable (students will always
come to campus needing a place
to live) and recession-proof (if the
economy weakens, financial giving
to churches, ministries and mis-
sions might drop off; but you want
to know what does not drop?...giv-
ing to landlords).

This particular property
will contribute approximately
$15,000.00 annually to such proj-

talked with many prospec-
tive ministry “partners”

for such a house over the
years. Every time we came
up empty-handed. And now
the Lord has given us a
house. In his own time. And
rather than out-sourcing
the ministry and disciple-
ship components to an
“outside” ministry partner,
the Lord has raised up a
Fayetteville AR student
who attends MSU to pro-
vide directional leadership
for the house.

This student has a heart to reach
international students with the gos-
pel of Christ and to introduce them to
their own personal relationship with
their Savior Creator. He has many
close personal friends among inter-
nationals both at the University of
Arkansas as well as at MSU; and his
desire is to see our Madison House
become a place of outreach, friend-
ship and ministry to such stu-
dents at Missouri State (did
you know that some 750,000
international students attend
university in the U.S. every
year? And that 600 interna-
tionals from 80+ countries are
enrolled at MSU this year?).
He has also traveled exten-
sively in India, Central Asia
and Mongolia.

You all are familiar by
now with the way our min-
istry works (www.light-
bearersministries.org). We
mobilize financial, prayer and Where Discipleship Meets
manpower resources here in
the States and connect those
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2007 APPROVED PROJECT'S

These projects, if you so desire, can be sponsored by you, your famlly, co- Workers fmends business, church, Sunday School class, or commumty group

R

1) Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) Units for

s
start-up business platform (tourism). $550.00 e
2) Production/distribution of 1000 audio cassettes < Al
with 3 stories (God s Story, Jesus Film, Imazigh tes- [=. !"--\
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people. $2000.00
3) Follow-up materials—including Bibles—in
Arabic and Berber languages for evangelistic
radio broadcasts into “closed” Muslim countries.
$1500.00

4) Funds to complete translation in Sous Berber
language for an audio New Testament recording.
@rget population is 80% illiterate. $1500.00
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1) Translation into Farsi
language and printing of
1000 copies of Sammy
Tippit’s book Praying for
Your Family. $1000.00

ZAIRE

| and meat production through the demonstration of improved
\ forage quality. $4700.00

| 1) Start-up costs for a sustainable and replicable business for

women. A vocational training and social enterprise project in
jewelry making and business management. $3000.00

| 2) Feasibility study of leadership development or medical/cos-
| metic export businesses. One of these businesses will subse-
‘| quently be transplanted to a Middle Eastern country. $6000.00

3) A micro-enterprise development program to improve milk

~ | 1) Production of 15-minute weekly radio broad-
.| cast in Hindi, targeting children. $4363.00

2) Tuition costs for 3 Christian young women: a) nurs-

ing school $1341.36; b) medical school (pediatrics)

$1564.95; c) nursing school $2247.13

East Asia

lish and run successful businesses. $5210.00

I! #l 2) “Suitcase Studio”, a portable production center (including laptop computer,

|| editing software, translation and security software, recording devices, micro-

_ | phones/headset, story-tellers and translators allowances) for the local production
of culturally-appropriate materials targeting a major ethno-linguistic oral culture

people group. $6000.00

much a “maverick” project. $5000.00

(UPGs). $1500.00

zone. $2255.00
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1) Evangelistic resources for 4 “national teams” (tracts using Quranic verses teaching about
Jesus, Bibles, Jesus Film VCDs, “Muslim-friendly” translation of the Psalms). $2500.00

2) Bible school education of 2 key national believers. Food, lodging, transportation, tuition,
materials for both individuals together. $300.
3) Bible translation. Contextual to the predominant religious group. Much risk involved. Very

4) Research and survey teams into 2 new areas among previously-unreached people groups
5) Training program for indigenous believers as community health care workers for a war
6) Expansion of “teaching house” for use by believers in tribal area. $1600.00

7) Three sets of mud tires for tribal team consultants. $900.00

8) Laptop computer for Bible translation project among tribal people group. $1500.00
) Safety upgrades, toppers and benches for vehicle used to reach tribal areas. $550.00

00

1) Start-up and 3 months operations costs for a “Pack and Ship” business. The
| objective is to help indigenous churches plant other churches by helping estab-

| 3) Production of 20,000 evangelistic cassette tapes and DVDs specifically tar-
geting the taxi-driving community in a major city. A “mass seed-sowing” project.
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